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1.	 �Much of Michelle’s past work has centered on her life, through either fictionalization 
or direct memoir. How does this work diverge from that pattern? How does Michelle 
demonstrate her character through places she’s lived, bands she’s loved, feminists 
she’s admired, queer communities she’s participated in, and more?

2.	 �Michelle’s essays show us which people and experiences have mattered to her 
throughout her life. If you were to write a similar text about your own life, what would 
you choose?

3.	 �Many of Michelle’s idols are unconventional folks who are underrepresented in main-
stream society. How does this work give voice to marginalized heroes and reframe 
controversial cultural icons like Valerie Solanas?

4.	 �Against Memoir is separated into three sections: Art & Music, Love & Queerness, and 
Writing & Life. What themes and ideas tie the pieces in each section together? What 
ties the different sections into a whole text?

5.	 �The essays in this collection originally date from between 2003 and 2017. What impres-
sion do they give of Michelle’s development over time?

6.	 �Michelle discusses both what she has held onto over time and what she has decided to 
leave behind—for instance, an album from her past in the essay “Minor Threat.” What 
can we learn from what Michelle doesn’t take with her?

7.	 �These essays are collected from a range of sources, including performances, lectures, 
websites, and print media. How do the essays vary in form, style, and language based 
on where they were initially published or performed?

8.	 �The theme of self-determination and self-salvation stretches across these essays. How 
do Michelle’s subjects create space for themselves as marginalized people? How does 
Michelle portray acting out, coming out, writing poetry, and getting sober as ways of 
saving oneself?

9.	 �In “Pigeon Manifesto,” Michelle begins by saying that “The revolution will not begin in 
your backyard because you do not have a backyard” (237). How does Michelle, in this 
piece and others, offer a blueprint for revolutions that “begin at your curb, in the shallow 
pool of shade that is your gutter?” (237).

10.	 �How does Michelle both embrace feminism and queerness on the one hand, and ques-
tion the normative discourses pertaining to them on the other? In what ways does she 
challenge the status quo of intellectual, upper-class feminism?

M
IC

H
E

L
L

E
 T

E
A

   •   A
G

A
IN

S
T

 M
E

M
O

IR

A queer countercultural icon  
opens up about all things artistic, 

romantic, and neurotic.

“ An entrancing collection of irreverent and flamboyant 
essays.” —KIRKUS REVIEWS (starred review)

“ Against Memoir is a bracing, heaven-sent tonic for deeply 
troubled times.” —MAGGIE NELSON

“ These essays blow my mind with their algebraic rhythms 
by which Tea manages pain and bliss. They take turns 
erupting in a pulpy and marvelous parade: landscape, pas-
sion, morality, family, cigarettes—each cited frankly and 
exquisitely like a smart kid with a dirty crayon explaining 
to us all how she sees god.” —EILEEN MYLES

“ A hardcore delight, a queer blood song picking the scab 
off the skin of culture.” —LIDIA YUKNAVITCH

“ Tea is riotously, wickedly funny, with an uncommon 
knack for naming the more hideous and complex parts 
of being human. Her particular genius makes the hardest 
truths and sorrows an irresistible joy to read.”

 —MELISSA FEBOS 
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The razor-sharp but damaged 
Valerie Solanas, a doomed lesbian 
gang, recovering alcoholics, and 
teenage misfits: these are some of the 
larger-than-life, yet all-too-human, 
figures populating America’s fringes. 
Rife with never-ending fights and 
failures, theirs are the stories we 
often try to forget. 

Although best known for her 
memoirs, Michelle Tea is also a 
prolific journalist. Against Memoir  
is her first collection of essays, 
delivered with her signature candor 
and dark humor, solidifying Tea’s 
place as one of the leading queer 
writers of our time.
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MICHELLE TEA is the author 
of several books, including the 
memoirs Valencia, Rent Girl, 
and How to Grow Up and the 
novels Black Wave, Rose of No 
Man’s Land, and Mermaid in 
Chelsea Creek. A prolific literary 
organizer in queer and feminist 
communities, she cocreated 
the long-running performance 
tour Sister Spit and founded 
the literary nonprofit RADAR 
Productions. Tea is the former 
editor of City Lights/Sister Spit 
and is the curator of the Amethyst 
Editions imprint at the Feminist 
Press. She lives in Los Angeles. 
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